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though saints have sometimes been at loggerheads and for instance you would trust st jerome on st augustine no more
than you would manning on newman a special authority invests one saint when he does bring himself to write the life of
another not that literary skill is guaranteed but that in the first place informed sympathy with the heart of the matter can
be expected a response to what holiness is about some account of the essential business which does not reduce it to the
terms of  a  psychological  case history  or  substitute for  it  merely  a  natural  if  unusual  reaction to the conditions of
environment next  when the two have lived and prayed closely  together  have followed the same daily  round and
undergone the same weather have shared friends acquaintances and critics have belonged to the same religious family
and engaged in common enterprises and finally have kept no secrets from each other then you rightly look for an
appreciation of the individual embodiment of holiness together with the moods the cast of countenance and even the
quirks that went with this falling and remaining in love with god

oh but i must hurry thought young catherine very early one morning as she picked up a loaf of bread and a jug of water
from the kitchen no one must suspect anything catherine had made up her mind to run away she wanted to become a
hermit in a cave so she could pray and think about god all day long catherine slipped out the door and into the court yard
then out into the cobbled street then out beyond the city gates farther and farther she walked several hours went by the
countryside was growing wilder and stranger i  am miles and miles away from home now said catherine to herself
suddenly there it was a beautiful cave it looked like the perfect place catherine was overjoyed but was catherine really old
enough to be a hermit and wouldn t her father come looking for her to take her home most of all was it really god s will
for her to be a hermit this book gives the answers it also tells how catherine cut off her hair how she cared for the rude old
woman how she saved her dear father from purgatory and how she advised the holy father himself all in all this is the
wonderful story of how little catherine became one of the very greatest saints in the catholic church
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the publication of the life of st catherine of genoa at this moment is for several reasons opportune the reading of it will
correct the misconceptions of many who honestly fancy that the catholic church encourages a mechanical piety fixes the
attention of  the soul  almost if  not  altogether on outward observances and inculcates nothing beyond a complete
submission to her authority and discipline the life of our saint is an example of the reverse of that picture it makes clear
the truth that the immediate guide of  the christian soul  is  the holy spirit  and that her uncommon fidelity  to the
inspirations of the holy spirit made this holy woman worthy of being numbered by the church among that class of her
most cherished children who have attained the highest degree of divine love which it is possible for human beings to
reach upon earth the mistake of the persons above spoken of arises from their failing to see that the indwelling holy spirit
is the divine life of the church and that her sacraments have for their end to convey the holy spirit to the soul it arises also
from their not sufficiently appreciating the necessity of the authority and discipline of the church as safeguards to the soul
from being led astray from the paths of the holy spirit without doubt god could have if he had so pleased saved and
sanctified the souls of men in spite of their ignorance perversity and weakness by the immediate communication and
action of the holy spirit in their souls independently of an external organization like the church but such was not his
pleasure or his plan for his own wise reasons he chose to establish a church which he authorized to teach the world
whatsoever he had commanded which he promised to be with unto the end of all time whose ministry sacraments and
government should serve him as  his  body had to  continue and complete by a  visible  means the work of  man s
redemption hence it is an entirely false view of the nature and design of the church to suppose that it was intended to be
or is in its action or ever was or ever can be a substitute for the authority of christ or the immediate guidance of the holy
spirit in the christian soul

the selections from her writings found in the following pages will bring catherine s lived theology to life inviting us to
enjoy the fruit and not just be content with the outer rind of our christian faith this is the best introduction to the prayer
and ministry of st catherine that i have read the texts are beautifully translated benedict ashley o p aquinas institute of
theology this anthology makes accessible to a large reading public the extraordinary sensitivity and affection of catherine
of siena gifts grounded in love new oxford review mary o driscoll has skillfully selected and perceptively introduced the
passages given here to represent the broad tapestry of catherine s thought suzanne noffke o p this book is warmly and
unreservedly recommended austin flannery religious life review
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saint catherine of siena 1347 1380 is widely considered one of the greatest saints of all time she is best known for her
mystical  dialogue with god the father for  which she was declared a doctor  of  the church but her  letters  are also
unmatched in their spiritual power and profundity many people do not know that st catherine was also a stigmatist
bearing the wounds and suffering the passion of christ for the salvation of souls she prayed to god to make the wounds
invisible so as not to draw attention to herself only her confessor blessed raymond of capua knew of her sharing in the
sufferings of our lord until the day the saint died when the wounds became visible for all to see this edition of the letters of
st catherine originally published in 1905 but now in more modern english in this newly revised and edited version includes
an introduction on the life and times of the saint a description of saint catherine as seen in her letters the chief events in
the life of saint catherine and a brief outline of contemporary public events

saint catherine of siena is one of the greatest saints in church history declared a doctor of the church in 1970 she is the
modern day role model for saintly out spoken femininity this refreshed biography places st catherine firmly in her time
showing how she greatly impacted the church and society of her day her influence was felt by all those who came into
contact with her including the pope whom she famously persuaded to return to rome during the great western schism
this biography offers both a detailed account of st catherine s remarkable life and a history of the tumultuous times in
which she lived in this inspiring comprehensive historical biography you will discover how st catherine guided the church
and nations during a time of political and ecclesial tumult understand the external difficulties she had to overcome that
ultimately revealed her greatness including learning to read and write as an adult experience her deep interior struggles
made more vivid in the light of her difficulties uncover st catherine s fiery disposition that she put to use for the greater
glory of god st catherine of siena was consumed with holy fire for the love of souls and the welfare of christ s church and
she continues to be an example for all of us this popular tan biography is a faithful reproduction of the original content
refreshed with new typesetting and a beautiful new cover rediscover this incredible saint today

the first complete translation of a fascinating piece of czech literature the virgin martyr st catherine was one of the pre
eminent and most popular saints in the middle ages her legend spreading far and wide throughout europe a bohemian
version of her vita was written in the second half of the fourteenth century probably for the court of emperor charles iv in
prague it is a fascinating account of her life and passion with many unique features however partly because of the
language barrier it has received relatively little attention this book provides the first complete translation of this important
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text it is accompanied by a full interdisciplinary introduction which places the legend in its cultural and historical context
and emphasizes both the importance of the dominican friars as court writers and the prominence of royal and noble
women  as  patrons  and  consumers  of  their  work  it  also  highlights  the  numerous  representations  of  catherine  in
contemporary art meanwhile elucidatory notes to the translation illuminate its most important features

this great lay mystic reveals that the gates of heaven are actually wide open but that souls choose not to go there unless
they are perfect if they are wicked in mortal sin they hurl themselves into hell if they die in the state of grace but with sins
yet unexpiated they hasten to the appropriate place in purgatory st catherine says that the sins we expiate in this life are
paid for at a very small price indeed compared to what we will pay in purgatory a classic

st catherine of siena s dialogue describes the entire spiritual life through a series of conversations between god and the
soul represented by catherine herself readers of the dialogue of saint catherine of siena will find her revelations from god
as informative and formative as those who recognized her sanctity during her life the universally applicable yet intimately
personal  messages  she  received  from  god  are  as  much  for  us  as  they  were  for  catherine  we  can  read  god  s
communications to his beloved daughter with detached awe or we can receive his messages to us through her writings
do you long for certainty that divine providence exists in the midst of our chaotic world does your prayer seem too dry or
too routine have you sought guidance for the challenges of your life from unhelpful people or things or has pride kept you
from humble obedience to the church if so the dialogue will provide consolation encouragement and hope

how and why did a medieval female saint from the eastern mediterranean come to be such a powerful symbol in early
modern rome this study provides an overview of the development of the cult of catherine of alexandria in renaissance
rome exploring in particular how a saint s cult could be variously imaged and reinvented to suit different eras and
patronal interests cynthia stollhans traces the evolution of the saint s imagery through the lens of patrons and their
interests with special focus on the importance of catherine s image in the fashioning of her roman identity to show how
her imagery served the religious political and or social agendas of individual patrons and religious orders

st catherine was born at genoa in 1447 died at the same place 15 september 1510 the life of st catherine of genoa may be
more properly described as a state than as a life in the ordinary sense when about twenty six years old she became the
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subject of one of the most extraordinary operations of god in the human soul of which we have record the result being a
marvellous inward condition that lasted till her death in this state she received wonderful revelations of which she spoke
at times to those around her but which are mainly embodied in her two celebrated works the dialogues of the soul and
body and the treatise on purgatory her modern biographies chiefly translations or adaptations of an old italian one which
is itself founded on memoirs drawn up by the saint s own confessor and a friend mingle what facts they give of her
outward life with accounts of her supernatural state and doctrine regardless of sequence and in an almost casual fashion
that makes them entirely subservient to her psychological history

author biography johannes jorgensen 1866 1956 was a writer well known in his native denmark for hispoetrybut best
known in other countries for his biographies of st francis of assisi and st catherine of siena

table of persons addressed 6 introduction st catherine of siena as seen in her letters 8 chief events in the life of st
catherine 21 brief outline of contemporary public events 23 letters to monna alessa dei saracini 27 to benincasa her
brother when he was in florence 30 to the venerable religious brother antonio of nizza 32 to monna agnese who was the
wife of messer orso malavolti 35 to sister eugenia her niece at the convent of st agnes of montepulciano 41 to nanna
daughter of benincasa a little maid her niece 46 letters on the consecrated life 49 to brother william of england 51 to
daniella of orvieto clothed with the habit of st dominic 55 to monna agnese wife of francesco a tailor of florence 59 letters
in response to certain criticisms 60 to monna orsa wife of bartolo usimbardi and to monna agnese 61 to a religious man in
florence who was shocked at her ascetic practices 62 to brother bartolomeo dominici 63 to brother matteo di francesco
tolomei 66 to a mantellata of saint dominic called catarina di scetto 71 letters to neri di landoccio dei pagliaresi 73 to
monna giovanna and her other daughters in siena 76 to messer john the soldier of fortune 78 to monna colomba in lucca
80 to brother raimondo of capua of the order of the preachers 83 to gregory xi 87 to gregory xi 94 to gregory xi 98 to
brother raimondo of capua at avignon 101 to catarina of the hospital and giovanna di capo 105 to sister daniella of orvieto
108 to brother raimondo of capua and to master john iii 116 to sister bartolomea della seta 119 to gregory xi 123 to the king
of france 125 letters to florence 128 to the eight of war chosen by the commune of florence 129 to buonaccorso di lapo
written when the saint was at avignon 131 to gregory xi 133 to monna lapa her mother before she returned from avignon
138 to monna giovanna di corrado maconi 140 to messer ristoro canigiani 143 to the anziani and consuls and gonfalonieri
of bologna 152 to nicholas of osimo 155 to misser lorenzo del pino of bologna doctor in decretals 160 letters written from
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rocca d orcia 164 to monna lapa her mother and to monna cecca 165 to monna catarina of the hospital and to giovanna di
capo 166 to monna alessa clothed with the habit of saint dominic 168 to gregory xi 170 to raimondo of capua 172 to urban
vi 177 to her spiritual children in siena 181 to brother william and to messer matteo of the misericordia 182 to sano di maco
and to all her other sons in siena 183 to brother raimondo of capua 187 to urban vi 189 to don giovanni of the cells of
vallombrosa 192 letters announcing peace 195 to monna alessa when the saint was at florence 196 to sano di maco and to
the other sons in christ 197 to three italian cardinals 198 to giovanna queen of naples 205 to sister daniella of orvieto 212 to
stefano maconi 216 to certain holy hermits who had been invited to rome by the pope 222 to brother william of england
and to brother antonio of nizza 223 to brother andrea of lucca brother baldo and brother lando 224 to brother antonio of
nizza 226 to queen giovanna of naples 228 to brother raimondo of the preaching order when he was in genoa 233 to
urban vi 240 letters describing the experience preceding death 243 to master raimondo of capua 246 to master raimondo
of capua of the order of the preachers 249
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